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TO  THE  URBAN  COUNCIL  OF  REDDITCH. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Fourth  Annual  Report. 
On  the  whole  during  the  year  1905,  the  health  of  your  district  was 
good,  though  the  death-rate  is  slightly  above  the  average  of  the  past 
ten  years.  This  is  due,  I  think,  to  an  epidemic  of  measles,  and  the 
marked  prevalence  of  respiratory  diseases. 

The  town  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  low  infantile  mortality 
figure  for  the  year.  This  is  all  the  more  pleasant  to  record,  as  for 
years  we  have  been  endeavouring  to  improve  the  conditions  of  infant 
life  in  our  midst.  Again,  too,  with  a  falling  birth-rate,  it  is  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  know  that,  although  fewer  babies  are  born,  yet  their  chances 
of  reaching  one  year  of  age  are  distinctly  improving,  and  the  total 
number  alive  at  one  year  is  as  great  as  when  the  birth-rate  was 
higher. 

I  have  to  thank  you.  Gentlemen,  for  your  courtesy  and  kindness 
to  me  in  the  past,  and  for  the  ready  assistance  which  you  and  the 
Council’s  Officials  have  always  given  me  I  am  deeply  grateful. 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  STEVENSON. 


Redditch  Urban  District  Council. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1905. 


Redditch  is  situated  on  the  borderlands  of  the  Counties  of 
Worcester  and  Warwick.  It  includes  Redditch,  Upper  Ipsley,  and 
Feckenham  Urban  Parishes. 

The  district  is  on  the  Keiiper  marl,  subsoil  is  also  marl.  Height 
above  ordnance  datum  varies  from  330  to  550  feet. 

Inhabited  houses  (1901  Census)  2,920. 

,,  ,,  (as  calculated  in  June,  1905)  3,280. 

Ratable  Value,  as  per  Valuation  Lists,  ^52,088  8s.  5d. 

Chief  Industries Needles,  fish  hook,  and  tackle  making, 
manufacture  of  cycles. 

POPULATION  AND  AREA. 

The  Census  population  in  1891  was  11,311,  and  in  1901,  13,493. 
Increase,  1891 — 1901,  2,182.  Calculated  to  June,  1905,  the  popula¬ 
tion  was  estimated  to  be  14,543. 

The  area  is  1,023  statute  acres. 

BIRTHS. 

The  birth-rate,  26’4  per  1,000  inhabitants,  is  a  low  one,  being 
only  slightly  above  that  of  1904,  which  was  25-6  per  1,000.  The 
average  for  the  10  years,  1895 — 1904,  is  28*4  per  1,000.  In  a  district 
like  Redditch,  where  the  proportion  of  female  population  at  con- 
ceptive  ages  is  a  high  one — 26  per  cent. — where  work  and  wages 
are  good,  it  is  usual  to  find  a  fairly  high  birth-rate,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  the  rate  has  been  so  low  for  both 
the  past  two  years.  384  births  were  registered  during  the 
year: — Males,  197;  females,  187.  Six  of  these  were  illegitimate. 
The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1905  is  27-2  per  1,000. 


DEA'FHS. 


Two  hundred  and  twelve  were  registered  as  occurring  in  the 
district.  Males,  loi  ;  females,  in.  This  gives  a  rate  equal  to  14-5 
per  1,000.  However,  it  is  now  usual  to  exclude  from  this  total  the 
death,  occurring  in  a  public  institution,  of  any  person  not  a 
“  resident  ”  of  the  district,  and  to  include  the  deaths  of  “  residents  ” 
who  have  died  in  public  institutions  outside  the  district.  Of  the 
former  there  was  only  one,  while  of  the  latter  there  were  14,  deaths 
of  Redditch  residents,  taking  place  at  Bromsgrove  Infirmary, 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

This  brings  the  total  to  225,  and  the  nett  ”  death-rate  accord¬ 
ingly  is  i5’4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  (1895 — 1904)  is  15.3- 

The  1905  death-rate  for  ah  England  and  Wales  is  15  2. 

Table  IV.  sets  forth  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  ;  the  most 
noticeable  feature  of  the  table  being  the  large  number  of  deaths 
caused  by  Measles,  by  Pneumonia,  and  other  diseases  of  the  chest, 
and  the  practical  absence  of  Diarrhoea  as  a  cause.  Acute  Pneumonia, 
apart  from  cases  of  this  affection  complicating  measles,  was 
very  prevalent  during  the  spring. 

The  increase  in  the  death-rate  this  year  over  that  of  the  past 
four  years  is  attributable,  I  am  of  opinion,  to  the  epidemic  of  Measles 
and  Pneumonia,  and  the  general  prevalence  of  Respiratory  Diseases. 


4 


< 


CO 

< 

H 


in 

o 

cr^ 


P 


fa 

o 

fa 

u 

I— I 

fa 

fa 

o 


o 


UJ  fa 


fO 

o^ 

CO 


o 


CO 


CO 


-  in 


Oi 

oo 


in 

o 

CO 


o 

fa 

fa] 

»— I 


fa 

H 

fa 

O 

fa 

o 

fa 

fa 

fa 

< 

fa 

fa 

fa 

-n 


c  2 

o  '-d 

I  I  0^ 

■3  P-, 
CX  O 
O  i-M 

pH  03 

(U 

ro  5^ 
(N  g 
o  -2 

-4-> 

M  CO 

-  w 

in  ^ 
0) 

!-i 

O  01 
n  00 


ci 

0 


o 

H 

s 

s 


fa 

fa 

fa 


M 


O 

CO 


H  CO 
0  <» 


fa 

O 

CO 

fa 

fa 

> 

fa 

H 

CO 


Oj 

0 

fa 


!-i 

0 

O 


ci3 

0 

r\ 


N1 


X 
o 
fa  a 


N  -5 

O  Cv3 
0 

0'  fa 

oj 

fa 


in 


;-i 

0 


'^CO 

in 


fa 


0 

-j— ) 

Oj 

.'V 


CJ 

fa 

-+-1 

fa 


03 
0) 

fa 

a— 

j3  ^ 
O 

oT 


m 


03 

n> 


CO 

fa3 

O 

o3 

fa. 

e 

0 


CCrri 

o  fa 

d 


0 

4-> 

03 

n> 


fa 


fa 


■  0 

fa 

fa 

f-  & 

bfa 

0'" 


o 

o 

o 

0“ 

rj 

oH 

I — I 

fa 

-t-i 

oj 

0 

n 

1—1 

ct3 

8 

fa 

fa 

fa 

o3 

'fa 


b 

0' 

-4— i 

o3 


o3 

CD 

fa 


0 

CO 


Oj 

/V 


0) 
CO 

Cvi  • 

M 


fa 


fa 

O 

fa  oj  _ 

0  0  03 
*^fa  fa 
0 


fa 

O 


in 

g| 

in  fa 

bjcfa 

'fa  fa  , 


P 

O  H  cj 
-  O 

0' 

-*—1 

Oj 

fa 


fa 

tuo 

a 


oj 

0 

fa 

03 


fa 

IP 

03 

O 


03 

0 

fa 

u 

0 

> 

0 

fa 


0 

O 

fj 

03 

u 


1 

p 

•  1-H 
> 

hH 

c/) 

H 

cd" 

. — 1 

•p 

CO 

CO 

03 

r— . 

.—1 

Cj 

.2 

r- ' 

c3 

00 

G 

CD 

fa. 

0 

•  . 

t  1 

b 

0 

0 

fa—. 

0 

r-i 

HrH 

cJ 

CD 

< 

CQ 

HH 

"p 

03 

0 

■+■> 

o3 

fa 


O  G 


O  ^ 

o 

o 

fa  ci 


■  0  ^ 

faO 

in  fa 
0  be 


G  M 

0 

Dh  0 
>-.  ^ 

fa  fa 

O  S 

fa  fa 


o 
0  O 


be 

G 

•  t— . 

fan 

O 

O 

jd 


o3 


b 
'  cu' 

-  j-> 

o3 


nerperai 1 
Fever.  I 

M  0 

fa l 

CO 

P 

Cu 

•  f-H 

CO 

fa 

G 

0  ‘N 
ro  1 

0  0 

1 

Feve 

p-  M 

M  0 

c/c  ! 

s  cu 

i  b 

M  N 

0  0 

i  CJ 

oj 

•  f-H 

0 

rd 

G-> 

CO  M 

M 

m  0 

<N 

Cu 

HH 

rf 

g 

I 

12 

p 

CD 

in 

P" 

0  M 
ro 

aallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

B 

in 

1 

«  , 

. 

•  5 

Cases 

Deaths 

1  Cases  . . 

1  Deaths 

"p 
-»— » 

‘Ph  . 
CO 

0 

p 

CO 

CD 

CO 

o3 

o; 


o 

o 

s 

CD 

’Tj 

w 

a; 

-i-i 

bJD 

'fa. 

4— > 

CD 


CO 


o3 

» 

G 
O 
g  T3 
G  (0 

2  fa 

P 
nd 
P 
P 

CO 

P 
D 


CO 

CD 

CO 

p 
CD 
CO 
•  fan 

fa 


fa 

CD 

Cfan 

D 

a 

d 

in 

D 

fa::3 

-hj 

bjD 


X3 

D 

fa 

D 


D 

fa 


d 

8 

G3 

fa 

fa 

d 

5 

"2 

d 

fa 

o; 

> 

0) 

&JD 

D 

O 

U 


fa 

3 

D 

fafa 

4-> 

^-l 

o 

o 

o 

o 


fa 

D 

Dh 

fa 

d 

D 


fa 
D 
tuD  0:5 
P  P 
P 


P. 

o 

o 


CO  d 


O 

O 

fa 

o 

CO 

0 

fa 


G 

0 

G3 


in 

r-* 

d 

.s 

faj 

O 

in 


d 
(0 
dO 

Q  ^ 


Oh 


G 

fa  ' 

G  -d 

>  0 

0  in 

2  O 
Qj 

^  a 

CO 


O 

O 

o 

(f) 


d 


fa 

d 

o 

CO 

in 

<D 

03 

Q) 

3 

>< 

O 

Pj 


CO 

in 

D 

OJ 


fa 

o 

P4 

O 

fa 

P4 

D 

■5 

b£) 


O  d 

a;  8 

m  si 

p  fa 

o  P 

>-S 

fa 

P3  0 

^  S 

0  G 
G  G 


o  in  o 
in 

ciO 

•c  B  0 

c  8.3 

O  oj 
G  Q 
P  '-D 

a  o  ° 

fa  ’g  0 

G  a  o 

G  0  G 

O  g3  0 

O  — <  CD 

.a  X  G 


u  “0 

0.3.G 


o 

d 

d 

8 

fa 

fa 

d 

3 


fa  P 

(D  -H 

4-»  - - 

P  C/] 

P 

O  ^ 
O 

G^ 

>iS 

Nl  0 


0 

> 

0  in 

tG  G 


■  U 


in  G 
O 

^  ^  G- 

03 

fa 

’  afa 

'G'G  O 

0  0  0  G 

su 

0'G  3 

o 

O 


rP  0:5 

H  d 

4-> 

G  G3 

CJ  "g 

.a^ 

G 

O  G 
— .  0 
gE 

cd"° 

■  "fa  faf 

.P  D 

fa  O 

aS 
6  a 

00^ 

g  ^  G 

B 

in  GJ 

•0  0  I-i 

•'-'  Jj  5-1 

•53 -.2 

G  0  — i 

0.P  • 

6  ^  mh 

8  8° 
0  _G  G 
G  ^  p 

O  o  0 

fa 

p  o  o 

o  fa  ^ 

S3  o 
^  P  0) 
O  CI^ 

in 


in 

d  si 

-d  o 

q;  d 


D 


°fa8 

^a-S 


O 

in  a5 


d 
CD  _ 


P  P 

°Q 


fa 

pH  5-' 
_  ^  o; 

0  3^2 

o  .p  p 

D  ' 
in  _ 

O  5-* 

^  o  P 


fa 

D 


D 

PJ 


OJ 

D 

0:3 


•D 

PJ 


D 

■/; 

^’'3 

CO 

OD 

Oj 


CO 


o 


.— . 
D 

>->  H-) 

0 

d 

0  .8 

CO 

8 

Xi 

fa  ^  DG 
P  Qi"d 
•>— < 

p 

D 

OJ 

fa 

fa 

P 

8)  °  0 
‘d  ^  ^ 

0 

fCi 

fa 

.fa  n  c/j 
fa  o; 

p 

<v 

£ 


Ti 

D 

4-) 

2 

.S 

CO 


o 

p 

O 

fa 

cn 

CO 

D 

OJ 

P 

o 

c 


0£^| 

.■p  00  icp  O 

P  2  'P 
qj  .P 
D 

£8 
d 
oJ 
P  = 
d  d 

fa  8 

0^  , 

>  fa  i — ■  O 

0  G  '8 

a  -G  t;)  0 

O  fa  a 

8^  "I, 

|^0Q 

fa  .a  G  a 

G  g3  c 

I-p  p  >-J-(  I>> 

sc.Gj  a  0 

H  (^gi;  G 
rn  si 

^  uGjQ 

G  0  — 1  HH 

G  C 


Gj  <a 


0  G 

s-sg; 

^  ^  O 


CD 


S  D 

O  CO 


ug 

D 


D 

> 


fa 

D 


O 

CO 


fa 

d 


■p  (D  ^ 
^  p  -p 

.  p  p 
-  o  ^ 

bJO  O  p 
P  *P  CO 
^  2  bJD 

P  P  P 

CD  fa  p: 

a.og 

H— I  P 

8.P  o 


O  fa 

.fa  o 


o 

o 

D 

in 

d 

8 


2 


CO 

H-l 

p 

D 

fa 


5 


TABLE  I. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING 

1905  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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1895 

12,224 
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M 
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12,442 
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13,112 
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13.330 
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13.550 
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14,289 
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12.7 

Averages 
for  years 
1895-1904 

13.232 
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00 
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65 
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i5’3 

1903 

14,543 

384 

26  4 

39 
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14  5 

5 

1 

14 

225 

15  4 

*Rates  in  columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  1,023  acres. 
Total  Population  at  all  ages  ..  ..  13.493 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . .  . .  2,920 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  . .  4-6 

(At  Census  of  1901). 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the 
District— Smallwood  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District — Bromsgrove  Infirmary  and  Workhouse  ;  Alcester  Infirmary  and 
Workhouse;  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bromsgrove;  General  Hospital  at  Birm¬ 
ingham  ;  Queen’s  Hospital  at  Birmingham. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 
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Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Hill  Top,  Bromsgrove. 
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TABLE  !V. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1905. 


•] 

1  Causes  of  Deaths. 

i 

i 

. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 
District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in  or  belong- 
To  Localities  (at  all  Ages) 

Deaths 
in  the 
Small¬ 
wood 
Hos¬ 
pital. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

I 

I  and 
under 
5 

5  and 
under 

15 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Cen¬ 

tral 

Ndh- 

West 

Ease 

more 

Holl¬ 

oway 

St. 

Luke 

■  Smallpox 

Measles 

12 

2 

10 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

branous  Croup 

3 

2 

T 

2 

I 

Croup 

1  Typhus 

Fevers  1  Enteric 

I 

I 

I 

j  Other  Contin’d 

Epidemic  Influenza 

5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

Cholera 

Plague 

j  Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

I 

j  Enteritis 

6 

5 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

I 

I 

Other  Septic  Diseases  . . 

I 

I 

I 

Phthisis 

1 1 

3 

7 

I 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Other  Tubercular 

Diseases 

5 

2 

I 

2 

0 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Diseases 

14 

9 

5 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Bronchitis 

21 

2 

4 

4 

II 

3 

I 

9 

5 

3 

Pneumonia 

28 

4 

10 

2 

I 

10 

I 

10 

4 

8 

2 

4 

I 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  Organs 

2 

2 

I 

I 

Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  j 

2 

2 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

II 

1 1 

I 

3 

5 

I 

I 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Parturition 

I 

I 

I 

Ffeart  Diseases 

18 

2 

I 

7 

8 

5 

3 

6 

2 

2 

Accidents 

5 

I 

3 

I 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Suicides 

3 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Congenital  Debility 

5 

5 

3 

2 

Convulsions  . . 

3 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Senile  Decay  . . 

10 

10 

2 

4 

I 

2 

I 

All  other  causes 

54 

5 

2 

I 

3 

23 

20 

8 

18 

6 

10 

12 

I 

All  Causes 

225 

39 

32 

9 

10 

77 

58 

58 

47 

47 

38 

35 

5 
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On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 

with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORK¬ 
PLACES,  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1._5NSPECT10N, 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


PREMISES. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories — including  Factory  Eaundries 

153 

3 

Workshops — including  Workshop  Laundries 

275 

40 

Workplaces  ..  . 

20 

I 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

3 

— 

Total 

451 

44 

2  -DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

PARTICULARS. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding' 

Want  of  drainage  of  floor  ... 

Other  nuisances  . 

( insufflcient 
Sanitary  J 


Accommodation 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 


unsuitable  or  defective 
not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
Breach  of  special  sanit.  requirements  for  bakehouses 
Failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers . 

Giving  out  work  to  be  done  in')  unwholesome 
premises  which  are  /infected 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made  in  premises 
infected  by  scarlet  fever,  or  smallpox 

Other  offences  . 

Total 


37 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 


Reme¬ 

died. 


37 

1 

4 

3 

2 


Referred 
to  H.M, 
Inspector, 


Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 


remediable  under  the 


3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 

P'ailure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  .. 
i  Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspectors  as 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  Act : — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspectors  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors 

Other  . . 

Underground  Bakehouses  in  use 

Homework: — Lists  received  .  . 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  : — 

Notices  prohibitiing  homework  in  unwholesome  premises 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises 
Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises 
Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  ihe  year  ... 

Bakehouses 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register 


Lists,  2;  Outworkers, 

Wearing  Apparel 
ditto 
ditto 


19 

13 

2 

o 

17 

1 

2 
2 

237 

24 

261 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


The  average  number  of  notifications  received  yearly  for  the  past 


ten  years  (1895 — 

1904) 

is  135- 

For  this  year  the  total  is  1 

07. 

Smallpox 

0.  Average  No.  for  10  previous  years 

0 

Scarlatina 

,  , 

42. 

>  >  *  ’  )  j  t  > 

84 

Diphtheria 
Typhus  \ 

Enteric  | 

Continued  ) 

30. 

»  >  )  )  j  >  >  > 

12 

Fevers 

4- 

•  *  m  »  »  1  } 

15 

Erysipelas 

•  • 

30- 

j  t  »  )  >  >  >  > 

23 

Puerperal 

I. 

)  )  >  '  >  f  *  j 

I 

Total, 

107 

Total, 

135 

Glancing  over  this,  we  see  that  on  the  one  hand  Diphtheria  and 
Erysipelas  were  more  prevalent  than  is  customary,  while  on  the 
other  hand.  Scarlatina  cases  were  50  per  cent,  below  the  average, 
and  Enteric  and  Continued  Fevers  even  more  than  that. 

SMALL-POX. 

This  makes  the  tenth  consecutive  year  that  the  district  has 
enjoyed  complete  immunity  from  this  affection.  No  doubt  the 
absence  of  any  Workhouse  in  the  district,  where  “tramps”  might 
visit  and  rest,  has  much  to  do  with  our  freedom  from  this  preventable 
(and  costly,  if  a  case  arises)  disease. 

VACCINATION. 

There  is  not  much  opposition  to  this  operation  in  the  town,  few 
exemption  certificates  being  applied  for.  Owing,  however,  to  the 
delicate  health  of  many  infants,  presence  of  eczema,  etc.,  “postpone¬ 
ments”  are  frequent.  The  Vaccination  Officer  calculated  that  of 
the  infants  who  reach  one  year  of  life,  g6  per  cent,  are  successfully 
vaccinated. 

SCARLATINA. 

Forty-two  cases,  of  which  36  (85  per  cent.)  were  removed  to 
the  Hospital  at  Bromsgrove.  There  was  one  death.  “  Return 
cases  ”  cropped  up  on  six  occasions  during  the  year.  From  enquiries 
and  personal  examination  made  in  each  case,  I  believe  infection  was 
caused  by  a  Nasal  Catarrh  arising  within  a  couple  of  days  after  the 
patient  left  the  hospital.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  parents  do  not,  as 
the  Hospital  Authorities  advise  they  should,  keep  the  patient  from 
coming  in  contact  and  mixing  with  the  other  children  in  the  house, 
for  about  a  week  after  return  from  the  Hospital.  Up  to  this  year,  I 
may  say,  we  have  been  markedly  free  of  return  cases.  A  small 
epidemic  occurred  in  the  St.  Luke’s  Ward  during  the  summer 
months,  which  arose  in  the  following  way  : — At  the  time  Measles 
was  extremely  prevalent,  causing  the  closure  of  the  schools.  A 
child  fell  ill  in  a  house  with  four  other  children  in  it,  and  the  parents. 


being  aware  of  the  epidemic  all  around  them,  thought  it  was 
“  simply  a  case  of  Measles,  ’  and  neglected  to  call  in  medical  advice, 
treating  the  case  with  homely  remedies.  One  by  one  the  other 
children  fell  ill  till  all  five,  were  in  bed.  No  precautions  were  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  as  no  Doctor  had  been  called  in. 
Some  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  now  being  notified  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  house,  and  no  explanation  as  to  how  they  arose  was  forth¬ 
coming.  Then,  fortunately,  through  the  energy  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  the  discovery  was  made  as  to  the  house  with  the  five 
children  ill  in  it.  It  was  promptly  visited,  the  children  examined. 
Scarlatina  diagnosed,  and  the  five  cases  removed  to  the  hospital. 
Altogether,  within  a  month  in  that  neighbourhood,  there  were  15 
cases  of  Scarlatina,  all  of  which,  it  may  be  fairly  assumed,  arose  from 
that  one  case  of  “  simple  measles.”  The  question  of  prosecuting  the 
parents  was  discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  but,  as  Measles 
did  happen  to  be  epidemic  at  the  time,  and  as  there  was  an  absence 
of  any  “wilful  attempt”  to  spread  the  disease,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  caution  the  parents,  and  allow  the  matter  to  drop. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Thirty  cases — -23  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  This  disease  has,  unfortunately,  been  rather  prevalent  all 
throughout  the  year,  four  cases  occurring  in  the  first  quarter, 
four  on  the  second  quarter,  eight  in  the  third,  and  14  in  the  last. 
There  were  three  deaths,  in  two  of  which  the  disease  was 
Laryngeal  (Membranous  Croup).  No  particular  part  of  the 
district  was  specially  affected ;  cases  being  distributed  over  four 
out  of  the  five  Wards.  As  a  general  rule  the  type  was 
extremely  mild ;  and,  undoubtedly,  many  cases  would  not  have 
been  diagnosed  as  Diphtheria  had  not  the  examination  of  swabs 
by  the  County  Bacteriologist  shown  the  presence  of  true  bacilli. 

ENTERIC  AND  CONTINUED  FEVERS. 

We  have  again  been  remarkably  free  from  these  fevers — only 
two  cases  of  each  having  been  notified.  One  case  of  Enteric  was 
treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  recovered  after  a  long  illness  ; 
the  other  case  was,  unfortunately,  too  ill  for  removal,  and  died  at 
home. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Thirty  notifications,  and  two  deaths.  An  epidemic  wave  of 
Septic  infection  seemed  to  prevail  in  the  town  during  the  two  final 
months  of  the  year;  Septic  throats,  wounds,  etc.,  being  very 
prevalent. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  notification  ;  no  death. 
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NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


MEASLES. 

Measles  was  epidemic  in  May,  June,  and  July.  As  there  had 
been  practically  a  complete  absence  of  this  affection  for  four  years, 
the  epidemic,  which  began  in  Beoley  Koad,  spread  with  great 
rapidity  all  over  the  town.  It  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  quote  the  number  of  cases  which  arose,  but  I  feel  sure 
I  am  not  over-estimating  the  figures  when  I  say  tliat  four-fifths  of 
the  children  in  the  district  between  the  ages  of  one  to  six  years 
were  affected.  Fortunately,  the  weather  was  warm  and  mild,  and 
this  to  a  great  extent  kept  down  the  mortality  figure,  by  preventing 
the  occurrence  of  those  lung  complications  which  so  often  follow 
Measles,  and  which  are  so  dangerous  to  the  lives  of  the  sufferers. 
The  epidemic,  however,  took  its  toll,  and  12  deaths  were  certified 
due  to  this  cause. 

WHOOPING-COUGH, 

Whooping-cough  did  not  cuase  a  death  ;  was  last  epidemic  in 
1902  and  1903. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHCEA. 

There  was  fortunately  no  epidemic  during  the  summer  months. 
Why  this  was  so  it  is  difficult  to  understand,  as  the  season  was  a 
hot  one.  Perhaps  the  absence  of  rain,  and  a  consequent  dry  soil, 
may  have  had  something  to  do  with  it.  Cases  did  occur,  but  the 
type  was  mild,  and  only  one  death  was  certified ’as  due  to  it.  What 
a  favourable  comparison  this  makes  with  last  year,  when  it  was 
responsible  for  16  deaths. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  showing  death-rate  from  Phthisis  for  10  years: — 


IS95 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

17 

i'4 

1-6 

i'5 

0-9 

17 

1-3 

I  '2 

0  9 

O' 69 

Average  for  10  years,  i'2. 

Rate  for  1905,  0*7,  a  low  one,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  it  has 
now  been  low  for  three  years.  Phthisis  was  responsible  for  11 
deaths,  “other  tubercular  affections”  for  5;  a  total  of  16,  as  against  20 
for  the  previous  year.  The  fund  to  send  patients  to  the  Knightwick 
Sanatorium  continues  to  be  supported.  But  something  more  than 
a  three  months’  stay  in  a  Sanatorium  is  desirable  if  these  patients 
are  to  be  permanently  cured.  As  it  is,  the  patients  return  to  their 
homes  much  improved  in  health,  fat,  and  with  hopes  brightened. 
Then,  not  being  able  as  a  rule  to  live  a  life  of  leisure,  and  failing  to 
obtain  light  work  in  the  open  air,  they  return  to  work  in  a  factory, 
with  the  result  that  a  relapse  occurs,  and  the  case  becomes  hopeless 
and  chronic. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

By  this  is  meant  the  number  of  deaths  which  occur  under  one 
year  of  age  as  compared  with  every  i,ooo  births  in  the  district. 
Table  I.  shows  the  figures  for  the  past  ten  years,  the  average  for 
that  time  being  the  high  one  of  174.  This  year  it  is  extremely 
gratifying  to  report  that  the  rate  has  fallen  to  the  respectable  figure 
of  loi,  this  being,  with  one  exception,  the  lowest  for  the  district  of 
which  we  have  any  record. 

As  to  the  causes  of  this  low  rate,  I  believe  first  in  importance 
was  the  fact  that  Summer  Diarrhoea  was  not  epidemic  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August;  and  second,  I  feel  confident  that  the 
work  of  the  Health  Missioner  among  the  mothers  and  infants  had 
much  to  do  with  the  saving  of  many  babies’  lives.  I  fiarrhoea  only 
caused  one  death,  whereas  last  year  16  infants  under  one  year 
died  from  it.  The  Health  Missioner  has  wrought  steadily  and 
indefatigably,  nursing  the  infants  when  they  were  ill,  advising 
mothers  as  to  the  feeding,  clothing,  bathing,  etc.,  of  their  children, 
visiting  each  baby  soon  after  its  birth,  and  re-visiting  where 
necessary ;  delivering  lectures  to  married  women  and  young 
unmarried  women  at  meetings — in  fact,  generally  supervising  the 
rearing  of  the  infant  population  of  the  town.  That  she  has  been 
successful  in  her  work  there  can  be  no  question,  and  this  is  further 
proved  by  the  constant  demand  which  mothers  make  for  her  skilled 
services. 

I  take  the  following  particulars  from  her  Annual  Report : — 

Number  of  Infants  visited  during  the  year  . .  . .  341 

,,  Visits  paid  at  various  times  ..  ..  over  3000 

,,  Lectures  given  to  Women  and  Girls. .  , .  17 

With  regard  to  the  feeding  of  infants,  she  finds  that : — “  Only  8  per 
cent,  are  ted  on  the  breast  alone  from  birth  to  nine  nonths  of  age. 
38  per  cent  on  breast  alone  to  the  3rd  month,  and  that  33  per  cent, 
are  fed  on  artificial  food  from  birth.” 

Insurance  on  infant  lives. — Out  of  198  cases  enquired  into  118 
were  insured. 

Cases  of  Diarrhoea  brought  under  notice : — Breast-fed,  i  : 
Bottle  fed,  54. 

Causes  of  death  in  Infants  during  year  1905  : — 


Premature  Births  and  Congenital  Debility  . .  .  .  16 

Kespiratory  Diseases  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  5 

Enteritis  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Diarrhoea  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  i 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Other  causes  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  8 


39 

As  is  usual  in  Redditch,  a  great  part  of  our  infant  mortality  is 
due  to  the  combined  causes  of  Premature  birth  and  Congenital 
Debility.  Eleven  of  these  poor  children  did  not  live  one  week. 


H 


How  many  of  these  deaths  are  inevitable  is  a  matter  for  conjecture, 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  health  and  habits  of  the  mother 
have  a  great  influence  in  determining  the  degree  of  vigour  of  the 
child’s  constitution  ;  an  under  fed,  overworked,  or  intemperate 
mother  is  less  likely  than  a  healthy  steady  women  to  have  a  robust 
child.  Here  in  Redditch,  owing  to  the  prevailing  industrial  con¬ 
ditions,  it  seems  to  me  evident  that  the  large  number  of  infant  deaths 
from  Congenital  Debility  and  Premature  Birth  is  to  a  great  extent 
due  to  the  over- working  of  the  mothers.  A  high  percentage  of  the 
married  women  go  daily  to  the  factories.  When  pregnant,  they  more 
often  than  not,  work  up  to  the  eve  of  their  confinement. 

MILK  SHOPS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  56  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  the 
Register.  Most  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  town  comes  from  the  farms 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  kept  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACTS. 

Reference  to  the  Table  will  show  the  work  done  in  connection 
with  this  Act.  All  the  factories  are  supplied  with  adequate  and 
suitable  sanitary  conveniences.  The  number  of  workshops  is 
decreasing,  and  as  many  of  them  are  small  and  badly  ventilated, 
they  require  as  frequent  visiting  as  it  is  possible  to  give  them. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 

This  is  summarised  on  a  table  drawn  up  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  (which  table  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  his  Report). 
It  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the  various  matters  coming  within  the 
cognisance  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  Steady  improvement 
in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  continues,  and  in  no  case  has 
it  been  necessary  to  apply  for  a  summons  to  effect  a  reform. 
The  town  is  growdng,  44  new  houses  having  been  erected  during  the 
year.  There  are  practically  no  empty  dwelling  houses,  and  new 
buildings  are  immediately  occupied  on  completion.  The  44  houses 
built  were  all  supplied  with  W.C.’s  and  drains  of  the  most  modern 
type.  No  old  buildings  were  demolished  during  the  year,  but  in 
certain  of  the  streets — for  instance,  Ipsley  Street,  Walford  Street, 
Silver  Street,  and  Red  Lion  Street — there  are  some  houses  which  seem 
unfit  to  be  occupied.  We  have,  too,  in  some  streets  many  of  the 
back-to-back  type,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  this  type  of  premises 
cannot  be  efficiently  ventilated,  they  must  be  looked  upon  as 
unhealthy.  The  occupants  of  this  kind  of  property  are  unfortunately 
as  a  general  rule  of  the  class  who  are  more  fond  of  warmth  than 
fresh  air,  and  windows  are  seldom  opened  to  ventilate  the  room. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Thirty-six  cases  of  Scarlatina,  23  of  Diphtheria,  and  i  of  Enteric 
Fever  were  sent  from  this  district  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Bromsgrove.  This  gives  a  total  of  60  cases.  The  bill  for 
maintenance,  medical  attendance,  etc.,  of  these  60  patients  amounted 
to  £2^0,  and  if  we  add  ^420,  the  share  of  Redditch  for  establish¬ 
ment  charges,  we  get  a  sum  of  ^670,  the  total  cost  to  the  town  of 
the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  year  1905.  By  some  it  is  thought  this 
sum  is  too  large  in  comparison  with  the  advantages  the  district  reaps 
by  being  free  of  cases  of  infection.  Personally,  I  am  not  of  that 
opinion.  The  cost  certainly  has  been  high,  but  in  return  we  can  count 
on  a  saving  of  young  life  (for  the  more  cases  there  are,  the  more 
deaths  naturally  result)  ;  no  interference  with  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  town  (no  schools  having  to  be  closed),  and  no 
interference  with  the  wage  earning  of  the  mothers,  for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  in  Redditch  almost  all  of  the  mothers  in  the 
working  class  go  daily  to  factories. 

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

This,  as  in  past  years,  has  been  dealt  with  as  often  as  possible 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself.  Unfortunately,  up  to  the 
present  time  no  account  of  these  inspections  has  been  kept,  but  I 
have  now  made  arrangements  to  have  a  record  of  all  these  visits 
entered,  with  particulars  as  to  premises,  drainage,  water-supply,  etc., 
in  special  survey  books  purchased  for  that  purpose. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  methods  for  the  removal  of  this  have  been  somewhat 
improved.  Sanitary  bins  are  becoming  more  popular  with  property 
owners,  and  are  alw^ays  recommended.  Where  these  bins  are  in 
use  the  refuse  is  removed  once  a  week,  a  great  advantage.  It  has 
not  been  found  possible  to  clear  the  ashpits  more  frequently  than 
once  a  fortnight. 


EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  number  of  pan  closets  shows  a  slight  decrease,  but  there 
are  still  over  600  in  use. 


DRAINAGE. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  devoted  a  great  deal  o^  time  to  this, 
and  many  important  bits  of  re- draining  have  been  carried  out. 
Some  of  the  changes  were  of  considerable  extent,  and  involved  the 
expenditure  of  much  money,  but  I  am  glad  to  report  that  in  all  cases 
where  defects  were  found,  the  owners  agreed  to  do  the  necessary 
alterations  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  authorities. 
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SEWERS. 


I  find  on  enquiry  that  the  old  brick  sewer  (built  40  years  ago), 
which  runs  down  Evesham  Street,  and  which  is  supposed  to  carry 
the  sewage  from  Front  Hill  on  down  Prospect  Hill,  is  not  working 
at  all  satisfactorily.  As  it  is  made  of  red  bricks,  is  not  well 
ventilated,  cannot  be  properly  flushed,  and  is  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  its  present  state  is  distinctly  a  danger  to  the  public 
health.  The  same  remarks,  are,  I  believe,  applicable  to  the  brick 
sewer  in  George  Street  and  Red  Lion  Street.  Both  these  sewers 
should  be  thoroughly  examined,  and,  if  found  unsatisfactory,  done 
away  with,  and  proper  sanitary  vitrified  pipes  laid  in  their  place. 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  REDDITCH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Sixth  Annual  Report, 
showing  a  summary  of  work  undertaken  and  carried  into  effect 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

As  in  the  preceding  year,  no  legal  proceedings  have  had  to  be 
undertaken  ;  the  requirements  of  the  notices  have  been  carried  out 
as  a  rule  with  little  delay,  a  fact  which  shows  that  the  owners  of 
property  are  anxious  to  assist  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  obtaining 
improved  sanitation. 

In  the  cases  where  reluctance  was  shown  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  notices,  a  personal  interview  or  a  letter  threaten¬ 
ing  proceedings  had  the  desired  effect. 

The  steady  sanitary  improvement  which  marked  the  past  five 
years  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  under  notice. 

NOTICES. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-one  notices  were  served  for  the  abate¬ 
ment  ot  various  nuisances,  and  for  obtaining  general  sanitary 
improvement  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  whilst  a  large  number 
of  nuisances  were  abated  after  verbal  notice. 

Of  the  total  number,  twenty-six  were  “  Final,”  or  Legal  notices, 
the  smallest  number  of  “  Final  ”  notices  issued  during  any  of  the 
past  four  years.  One  hundred  and  sixty-five  were  Preliminary  or 
“  Formal.” 

There  were  eight  notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  bills,  as  recommended  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  as 
warnings  to  occupiers  for  negligence  or  wrong  usage  of  sanitary 
conveniences  and  drains,  were  printed  and  used  with  good  result,  as, 
where  improvements  were  effected,  the  bills  were  posted  in  con¬ 
spicuous  places  upon  the  premises,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  they 
have  been  the  cause  of  appliances  being  kept  cleaner  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  the  case,  the  occupiers  seeming  to  realise  that 
they  were  at  least  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  premises. 

The  appended  table  shows  the  nature  of  notices  issued. 
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CLERICAL. 


In  the  course  of  the  year  three  hundred  and  four  letters  have 
been  written  upon  matters  appertaining  to  sanitation.  Of  these  one 
hundred  and  five  were  letters  of  recommendation,  written  to  owners 
and  agents  of  premises  suggesting  the  carrying  out  of  sanitary  im¬ 
provements  of  different  natures.  This  mode  of  procedure  has  much 
to  recommend  it,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  over  ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  letters  were  carried  into 
effect  without  any  other  written  communication  having  to  be  sent, 
and  in  some  cases  the  owners  carried  out  the  work  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  only  to  simply  meet  present  requirements  of  the  authority, 
but  went  even  further  and  had  the  sanitation  of  their  premises  dealt 
with  in  such  a  thorough  manner  that  there  will  be  no  cause  to  spend 
more  money  in  this  respect  for  some  time  to  come. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  sanitary  improvements  have  been  effected  : — 

17  New  water  closets  provided. 

3  Additional  pail  closets. 

43  Houses  re-drained. 

51  Choked  drains  cleansed. 

34  Water  closets  repaired. 

31  Drains  repaired. 

II  Disconnecting  traps  fixed. 

II  Fresh  air  inlets  fixed. 

10  Inspection  chambers  built. 

49  Sanitary  gullies  fixed. 

2  Agricultuial  pipe  drains  abolished. 

25  Glazed  sinks  fixed. 

31  New  sink  pipes  fixed. 

9  Old  brick  sinks  abolished. 

37  Refuse  receptacles,  ashpits,  provided  or  repaired. 

9  Ventilation  shafts  fixed. 

21  Defective  bell  traps  abolished. 

8  Yard  pavements  repaired  or  relaid. 

5  Open  catchpits  abolished. 

42  Eave  and  rain  spouts  repaired  or  renewed. 

37  Accumulations  of  manure  removed. 

13  Nuisances  from  pigs  abated. 

9  Water  wasting  cases  reported. 

6  Overcrowding  cases  abated. 

7  Smoke  nuisances  modified  upon  request. 

10  House  roofs  repaired. 

2  Closets  provided  with  flushing  arrangements. 

13  Rain-water  tanks  cleansed. 

1 5  Rain-water  tanks  filled  up. 

23  Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed. 


The  most  extensive  alterations  were  carried  ont  at  premises 
Nos.  24  to  38,  xAlbert  Street  ;  Nos.  8  to  14,  Other  Road  ;  Nos.  66  to 
74,  Beoley  Road  ;  Nos.  8  to  16,  St  George’s  Road  ;  Rifleman  Inn, 
Park  Road  ;  Nos.  i  to  9,  -Edward  Street  ;  No  35,  South  Street  ; 
Nos.  16  to  24,  Red  Lion  Street. 

PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

During  the  year  these  have  been  further  reduced,  eight  having 
been  converted  into  water  closets.  The  conversion  of  these  middens 
into  the  water  carriage  system  is  not  only  a  sanitary  improvement, 
but  is  also  a  saving  in  the  cost  of  scavenging. 


Wx\TER  SUPPLY. 

As  there  has  not  been  any  indication  that  any  of  the  wells  from 
which  drinking  water  is  derived  were  at  all  suspicious  of  pollution, 
no  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 

Two  wells  have  been  deepened  and  cleansed. 

Eighteen  houses  have  been  supplied  with  the  East  Worcester¬ 
shire  Waterwork’s  water  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  seven  of  these  premises  in  occupation  in  the  district, 
the  same  number  as  last  year. 

These  have  been  systematically  visited.  There  has  not  been 
very  much  cause  for  complaint,  the  garbage  has  been  reiuoved  at 
short  intervals,  whilst  the  premises  have  been  kept  clean  and 
regularly  limewashed. 

The  practice  of  butchers  slaughtering  pigs  upon  their  private 
premises  has  not  been  continued  so  much  as  in  last  year,  only  in  two 
cases  have  cautions  had  to  be  given  to  offenders,  but  should  a  re¬ 
currence  occur,  there  would  only  be  one  way  of  punishing  the 
offenders. 


UNSOUND  MEAT,  Etc. 

The  inspection  of  meat,  fruit,  etc.,  have  received  the  same 
constant  attention,  but  no  seizures  have  had  to  be  made. 

In  two  instances  complaints  have  been  brought  me  with 
reference  to  the  condition  of  a  rabbit  and  a  piece  of  meat  purchased 
on  a  Saturday  night.  After  the  vendors  were  seen,  I  was  satisfied 
that  they  were  not  aware  that  anything  was  wrong  at  the  time  of 
sale,  and  as  they  were  willing  to  recompense  the  buyers,  no  further 
action  was  taken. 
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MEAT  TUBERCULOSIS. 


In  May  last  the  Medical  Officer  and  myself  were  called  in  to 
examine  the  carcase  of  a  beast  that  had  been  purchased  in  public 
auction  and  slaughtered  for  food.  The  butcher,  upon  dressing  it, 
was  suspicous  that  it  was  suffering  from  some  disease,  and  being 
desirous  of  complying  with  the  Public  Health  Acts,  thought  it 
advisable  to  have  it  examined  before  offering  it  for  sale. 

After  examining  the  carcase,  and  the  internal  organs,  we  found 
that  it  was  an  acute  case  of  tuberculosis,  and  recommended  that  the- 
whole  of  the  carcase  and  organs  should  be  destroyed,  which  was 
done  under  personal  supervision. 

It  is,  however,  only  right  to  state  that  the  butcher  in  the  first 
place  sent  for  myself,  and  after  the  Medical  Officer  and  I  had  pro¬ 
nounced  the  meat  as  unfit  for  food,  the  representatives  of  the 
Redditch  and  District  Butchers’  Association  made  an  examination 
and  concurred  with  our  decision,  and,  I  believe,  granted  the  butcher 
some  compensation  for  the  loss  from  the  funds  of  the  Association. 

A  beast’s  heart,  liver,  spleen,  and  lungs  were  also  destroyed 
upon  request,  these  having  tubercular  growths  visible  upon  them. 


EISH  MARKET. 

The  Eish  Alarket  has  received  the  same  regular  attention,  but 
there  has  been  little  cause  to  find  fault  with  the  quality  of  fish  offered 
for  sale. 


OFEENSIVE  TRADES. 

Tripe-boiling  is  the  only  offensive  trade  that  is  carried  on  in  this 
district,  and  the  business  has  not  been  conducted  as  free  from 
nuisance  as  I  should  like.  Four  complaints  were  made.  Frequent 
visits  to  the  premises  showed  that  the  nuisance  arose  from  the 
occupiers  not  keeping  the  premises  and  cooking  utensils  thoroughly 
clean.  By  strict  supervision,  the  business  was  better  conducted 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

The  administration  of  this  Act  has  received  a  fair  amount  of 
attention,  three  hundred  and  sixty  visits  have  been  made. 

Nineteen  notices  have  been  received  from  His  Majesty’s 
Inspector  of  Factories  during  the  year.  Each  notice  has  been  con¬ 
sidered,  and  a  letter  in  most  cases  was  sufficent  to  ensure  the 
requirements  of  the  Inspector  being  carried  out,  notice  of  which  was 
sent  to  the  Inspector. 
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Only  three  legal  notices  were  issued,  which  were  complied  with, 
and  forty-three  letters  were  written  upon  matters  referring  to  this 


Act. 

The  work  carried  out  was  as  follows  : — 

Factories  with  insufficient  water  closet  acccommodation  ...  3 

Workshops  with  insufficient  water  closet  accommodation  ...  i 

,,  requiring  limewashing  and  cleansing  ...  ...  31 

,,  badly  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

,,  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

40 

Two  workshops  have  become  void. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

Fifty-six  persons  are  registered  under  these  orders,  three  more 
than  last  year ;  twenty-four  being  Cowkeepers  and  thirty-two 
purveyors  of  milk. 

The  premises  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  the  steady  improvement  which  has  marked  the  past  two 
years  as  regards  the  cleanliness  of  these  premises  has  been  well 
maintained. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  twenty-four  in  occupation,  or  one  more  than  last  year. 

These  have  been  systematically  visited,  only  two  notices  have 
had  to  be  served,  which  had  reference  to  lime  washing.  The 
premises  were  cleansed  and  lime-washed  after  formal  notices  were 
given. 

Two  of  the  Bakehouses  are  not  suitable  for  carrying  on  the 
business  in  their  existing  form,  owing  to  Sanitary  defects,  but 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  owners  to  put  these 
bakehouses  put  into  good  Sanitary  condition. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  two  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  have  been 
frequently  visited,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  of  the  keepers 
having  to  be  cautioned  with  regard  to  the  Bye-Law  requiring 
windows  to  be  opened,  the  houses  having  been  kept  clean  and  Avell 
conducted. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  one  of  the  houses  has  been  made 
satisfactory. 
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SHOP  HOURS  ACT,  1892. 


Two  contraventions  of  this  Act  were  found  and  reported  to 
the  proper  authority. 


SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Fifteen  smoke  observations  have  been  taken  of  smoke  emitted 
from  chimneys,  not  of  private  dwellings.  In  seven  cases  the 
observations  showed  that  black  smoke  was  discharged  for  longer 
periods  than  was  allowed.  A  letter  has  been  written  in  each  case 
which  has  resulted  in  improvement  being  noticeable  in  the  cases 
referred  to. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  usual  disinfection  of  premises,  after  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  have  either  been  removed  to  hospital  or  become  convalescent, 
has  been  done. 

In  some  cases  it  was  advisable  owing  to  circumstances  to 
disinfect  the  whole  house. 

Disinfection  has  been  also  done  after  cases  of  Measles,  and 
Phthisis  upon  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  attendance. 


STORM  WATER  DRAINS. 

iV  good  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  testing  and 
tracing  of  house  drains  in  order  to  find  out  if  any  were  connected 
with  the  storm  water  drains.  Several  have  beeen  found  which  were 
reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  from  time  to  time. 

Eighteen  houses  thus  drained  have  been  re-drained  and 
connected  to  the  sewers. 

This  work  has  greatly  interfered  with  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
office. 


HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  SURVEY. 

The  Council  have  given  instructions  for  five  new  Sanitary 
Survey  Registers  to  be  purchased,  and  as  I  have  a  lot  of  the  matter 
ready  for  entering  up  I  hope  to  make  a  good  show  at  this  work 
during  the  coming  year. 
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LIST  OF  NOTICES  ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


NATURE  OF  NOTICE. 

No. 

Issued. 

No.  Out 
standing 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains 

7 

,,  ,,  ,,  Water  Closets 

10 

I 

,,  ,,  Foul  Privies  ... 

30 

I 

,,  ,,  Yard  Pavements 

5 

,,  ,,  Eave  and  Fall  Spouts  ... 

23 

0 

,,  ,,  Bell  and  Dip  Traps 

5 

,,  ,,  Ashpits  ... 

3 

I 

,,  House  Roofs,  Walls,  Floors  and 

Ceilings 

5 

Houses  without  Proper  Drains 

3 

Accumulations  of  Manure  and  Pig  Wash 

31 

I 

Animals  and  Fowls  improperly  kept 

1 1 

I 

Houses  in  Filthy  Condition  ... 

6 

I 

Dilapidated  Wash-houses  and  Closets  ... 

5 

Drains,  not  trapped  or  ventilated 

4 

Defective  Privy  Middens 

2 

Rain  Water  Tanks,  in  foul  condition  ... 

5 

Urinals,  in  foul  and  dirty  condition 

6 

Sanitary  Conveniences,  without  water  supply 

2 

Yards  and  Courts,  in  filthy  condition 

10 

Want  of  Proper  Ashpits  or  Ashbins 

5 

Houses  Overcrowded 

4 

Want  of  sufficient  Closet  Accommodation 

I 

Sink  Waste  Pipes,  connected  to  drain  ... 

2 

Depositing  Filth  in  Streets  and  Courts 

5 

House  Cellar,  in  dirty  condition 

I 

Totals 

191 

8 

Again  thanking  you  for  the  courtesy  and 

support  accorded 

me  during  the  year, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM 

JAMESON, 

March,  igo6.  (Assoc. 

jRojy.  San. 

Inst.) 
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